‘Sport Fishing
Capital?

The Often-Overlooked
New Jersey Fishery Puts Up

New Jersey sate blue mar-
lintecord belongs 0. fish
weighing 1,046 pounds.

On the Trof

Most of tae New Jersey
charter fleetoffers anglers .
choice of o kinds of off
shore tips: troll trip or an
ovemighter. Trolling trips
leave the dekac sboue
Vam. to arrve at the.
canyons by daybreak. These.
trips provide shots at an
exciing manbe of dife-
ent species:

wop i that sie off of

the GulfSoca bing n
blue marlin, white marlin,
w i tuna and

experience a “wolf pack,”
or multiple bigeye bites at
e time.
we've taken up to four 175+
t0 190-pounders at once.

<. Or Overnight
Another popular trip
the charter leetoffers s
the ovemigater. Most pri-
vaely owned boats opt for
mmnp ot only beca

exciting as t gets. The

vt g e he dack
bout [0.a.m. on the first

day and dossn't return unil

croll untildark, during
which we wsually get our
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Some Impressive Numbers first lght bite and hook up e T oce i
ki il o i
By Capt. Dave Bender inthe 45.t0 55, e e Al ihe
clas. The cnarer-host cap- [y
now, know —you'e | Out of Manasquan i e i o b | St e
IM.W forhepunch | Tnlt,ourman fibng | oftherseand mumbers. | getng hunry schools of
fine Vel o o | groundscoveone of he However, many yellowin. We enjoyed
yellowfin
ol el o sl shadow the quicker | yellowfin st urmer,
e | Tt wcoessltie: | sibecos snda stound | i b vrang s
Someofthe most productive | tocall . Withour geting | bigee puts ip 80 pour
bore g e inngon, | oto geleny lomthe. | Wesims for st antes. o i s
e e ot Lundersand | continentalshef rans jsc | you'e bucky youlget 0| also povide s
that most peoplc wally | offshore of ot Vi slaaps
e NewJeney, plne e swords,a
with blue-vaier big gome, | and i's scared almos every nigh someone
bur inethat ith huge in the flet catches o
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e ot 5 s from M- | ran fom 100 scasonthe largest
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While most charter boats in the New Jersey fleet target tuna, warm Gulf Stream eddies bring plenty of blue and white marlin within
casy reach of the area's lonp-range canyon trips.

u‘#:mig}ltﬂf ] pr{:duct dh
many as 10 530-pound alba-
core, a dozen 60-pound yel-
lowfin, five mahimahi and
| perhaps even a swordfish or
a nice mako.

iOh yes, makos swim the
canyons as do big threshers
— unformunarely so do large
numbers of blue sharks.

Blues Here, Too
Rarely a day goes by dur-
| ing the summer months
that someone doesn't hook
a large blue marlin over
one of the canyons, In
August, just before this
| i=sue went to press, the
ME[]HHL[UH['I ﬂt":t I'I.lilj d
goad four-day run on blue
marlin, The bite was over a
large area from the Hudson
to the 5pcncc1’ canyon, and
[ l.'.'.'.apr. ]imn‘n_,-' Ciahm started
the ball rolling by releasing
an estimated 350-pound
blue on August 7. The next
day, Capr. Steve Marthews
on the Pepper released a
300-pounder. Om the 9th,
the streak continued when
Capt. Gerard Allessio on
the G Rod released another

- . o

S00-pounder.

And Sunday proved
even better. Capt. Ken
Avon on the Due Course
released a 300-plus-pound
blue and boated a 125-

pound wahoo for good mea-

sure. That same -::lml.r '.'.-::-lpr-
Allesio struck again, releas-
ing a large blue estimared
at 400 1o 500 pounds, along
with a large white in the
10-pound range. Bur the
day belonpged to Capr.
Jimmy Early on the Early
Bird. After carching four
bigeye ranging from 175 o
200 pounds, he hooked
into a monster blue, After a
1!/z-hour battle, they
released the 15-foot marlin,
calling it an 800-pounder.

White marlin make a
great showing in the North-
east L{ur'mg August and 5:11-
I:i:mbr:r. HI'I.IL‘I tl'l.‘l: HLI'!.'E in
south Jersey target them
I.'tRUiE.'I'l"f. Fr]'il: I'_']'I.i-il'tf_'f HI'I.I:I
private fleet in the northern
ports such as Belmar, Man-
ASCIUAN and Bamegat target
tuna and marlin, but the
southern ports such as
Oicean Ciry, Townsends
and Cape May targer bill-
fish almost exclusively.

Just last Ocrober we had
a return visit from giant
bluefin for the first time in
quire a few years. Several
giant bluefins in the 600-

to 800-pound range were
landed in the "mudhole,” a
minicanyon that lies just 22
miles from Manasquan
Inlet. Not long ago, big
bluefin were regular vigitors
to the Jersey shore, and it is
hoped thar the recent
carches ar the mudhole
forerell a returmn of these
ereat fish wo the area,

Vacation Spot
T].'II: Htw th&l:'!." !-i]'il::ln:
l.'IﬁlL'ﬁ El'l.l: vacationer l:ll'_".'."l:l'lI

picturesque beaches and
beautiful scenery befitting a
T:-lm:: known as the Garden
Stﬂtﬂ'. T]'II:TC‘ dArc S50Mmc E'TEFJT
cities and some fine dining
as well. On days when I'm
not fishing, there's nothing
| enjoy more than eating
breakfast with my wife at
one of the local seaside
eareries. Here, | can warch
the boats heading offshore,
knowing that in just three
more hours they will be on
the grounds, plying the
fish-rich waters off of my
inler, Manasquan, New Jer-
sey — the sport-fishing
capital of the world.
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